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defeated would have to go and stay outside the city of Thiru-
chitrakutam. The contenders viz.Siva and Parvati agreed to
those conditions. The tandavam started. The people were lost
in admiration of the superb divine dance. It lasted for seven
days. As the days progresed,the dance of Ambika was becoming
more and more refined and beautiful. Siva realised this. He felt
ashamed to be defeated by His wife. He appealed with His eyes
to Perumal to spare him this shame. It is said that Perumal, out
of pity on Siva and without the knowledge of the people seated
in the sabha, gently lifted one leg and conveyed a hint to Siva
to dance accordingly. Siva was quick to catch the point. He
lifted His right leg and did Urdhva tandavam. Ambika, as the
lady, fought shy of performing this acrobatic feet. Her failure
to imitate Siva resulted in Siva being decalred as the winner.
Parvati was asked to go and stay outside the city as agreed lo
earlier. Accordingly, in the northern part of the town, a small
temple was built and Thillai Kali is to be seen installed there
even today. To assuage the hurt feelings of Parvati, Perumal
assured Her that as Thillai Kali, She would be worshipped by
many and that She would be a great giver of boons. Sankara was
very happy with having been declared the winner. He assured
Govindaraja that He would continue to stay in the same place
and continue to perform the Ananda tandava- dance in Thiru
Chitrambalam and continue to worship Perumal. Hence it is
that Siva known as Nataraja here continues to give dharshan
to the devotees in His dancing pose by the side of the shrine of
Lord Govindaraja.
At that time, Indra also came to Thiruchitrakutam. He
reminded Devadi deva of His earlier promise to give him a
weapon to defeat Valkali, the asura. Perumal accordingly gave
him a weapon and it is said that as a thanks offering, Indra
celebrated in the month of Vaikasi, a grand festival for 10 days.
This story is related in Bavishyotra puranam in the 12th and
13th adyayams. It is also related in Vyagrapura mahatyam 14th
adyayam and in Chidambara mahatyam adyayams 25 and 29.
Yet another gtory connected with this divyadesam explains
why this place was known as Pundarikapuram. Pundarika
rishi was the sishya of Narada maharishi. He had the habit of